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Sound Writing: A Guide
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Figure 1
In this image, “Standard American English” is the “knowl.” If a reader did not know what

“Standard American English” was, they could click on the “knowl,” and a blue box with a

description of Standard American English would appear below.

The Path to Sound Writing
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Writing Sound Writing
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How the Digital Writing Environment Mattered
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Figure 2
Each source type has an image of an example text, followed by clickable links to citations in

the styles most commonly used on our campus. This example is for a book with one author.
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Collaborative Writing Rather than a Text Written by Committee2

Figure 3
Example graphics containing cat illustrations, puns, and references. The degree of control we

had in crafting Sound Writing allowed us to integrate an element of fun into our content.

2 “Written by Committee” has no equivalent in German but is similar to the effect of having “too many

cooks in the kitchen” (“zu viele Köche verderben den Brei”); it describes a text that lacks coherence because

individual members of a committee („Ausschuss“) have made isolated revisions and corrections without an

overall sense of purpose.
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Thin Hierarchy and Progressive Content
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Figure 4
In the “Inclusive Language” section of our handbook, we offer a section on pronouns and

the appropriate use of “they” in referring to individuals. This was an intentional act to

make our book more gender-inclusive and socially progressive while also catering to our

specific audience.
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Difficulties of the Digital
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