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Norbert Sievers: Cultural Life Participa-
tion Today and Tomorrow. Social Chal-
lenges of Cultural Policy (pp. 27-30)
The report focuses on empirical data

of cultural life from a cultural political
perspective. Despite the common expe-
rience of growth, a significant increase
of cultural life participation cannot be
empirically verified with regard to the
time budgets applied - at least not of
provisions attributed to the narrower
definition of culture. There are more
visits (especially of large cultural insti-
tutions and popular cultural events) but
not necessarily more visitors. While the
prerequisites for cultural participation
have improved over the past years,
cultural policy has to acknowledge the
definite availability of cultural inter-

est which is a rather scarce resource
sought after by many providers. There
is already a need for cultural policy to
legitimize the issue of generating fur-
ther demand. This is even more impera-
tive with regard to the demographic and
socio-economic structural change over
the next years: The inability of generat-
ing a new audience is imminent. Ageing
as well as an increasing immigrant pro-
portion and growing poverty are addi-
tional future challenges for cultural life.

Wiltrud Gieseke: Portals for Culture.
Theoretical and Empirical Dimensions
of Cultural Adult Education (pp. 31-34)
The report offers an insight on the
theoretical and empirical issue of cul-
tural adult education. It is understood
as an institution for the refinement of
the esthetic senses which, according to
Welsch, can easily become anesthetic
- a situation of suspended sensitivity.
A second empirical approach presents
the current provisions systematized by
three “Portals of Participation®. Cultural
educational provisions may be attrib-
uted to the “systematic-receptive type“,
the “independent-creative type“ or the
“understanding-communicative type*

- a finding revealed by a programme
analysis in German-Polish border
regions and capitals. After the introduc-

tion of institutional and regional specif-
ics, the report concludes by formulating
three areas of innovation in cultural
education also generating research
perspectives.

Max Fuchs: The Challenge of Culture.
Chances for Adult Education in Com-
munal Education (pp. 35-38)

The author bridges the gap between
culture and education by dealing

with two sides of the coin. He initially
observes a currently active interest in
culture. Cultural education is a gener-
ally accepted objective in the field of
cultural policy. By using a historical
outline, the author illustrates this attri-
bution to a lack of visions in cultural
policies. Beneficiaries are institutions
for cultural education as well as clas-
sical institutions for adult education
such as adult education centres.
Especially within regional education
networks, they are given new chances
as co-producers of cultural education.
New challenges also arise: overall, par-
ticipation must be increased with con-
sideration to the difficulties of reaching
all social environments. Additional bur-
dens are an educational understanding
which is largely reduced to career appli-
cability, the various habits of regional
actors as well as the current critical
financial situation with upcoming distri-
bution battles.

Richard Stang: The World as a Touch
Screen and Fitness Centre. The Cul-
tural Staging of Communication and
Body (pp. 39-42)

Based on communication and body,
the report points out modern cultural
practices and focuses on options char-
acterised by new technologies which
have been established in everyday life
and used in various designs. It also dis-
cusses the role of continuing education
within this process of change. Here, the
author refers to the reflection of shap-
ing a cultural identity, the development
of cultural competences and holistic
approaches - integrating head, heart
and body.
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Elisabeth Brugger: Cultural Aware-
ness and Artistic Competence. Euro-
pean Key Competences in the White
Papers of Vienna’s Adult Education
Centres (pp. 43-47)

Vienna’s adult education centres have
developed a frame curriculum which
focuses on the eight European key
competences in continuing educa-
tion with consideration of national
and European educational strategies
as well as the European Qualification
Framework. The report focuses on the
frame curriculum’s key elements and
its contact points with the National
Qualification Framework - taking the
programme area of art and culture as
an example. Cultural awareness and
artistic competence as a key compe-
tence contains reception, production,
reflection and mediation as central
activity level. In contrast to the nor-
mative conception, sensual percep-
tion and expressiveness, fascination,
curiosity, sensuality, imagination and
fantasy become the centre of cultural
as well as artistic awareness. Based
on longer quotes, the report provides
an insight to the concepts of knowl-
edge and skills developed by the White
Paper for Art and Culture. Subskills
and descriptors are developed in a
comprehensive chart.

Werner Sabisch: Visualising Certifi-
cates and Key Competences. Con-
tinuing Education within the German
Qualification Framework (DQR) (pp.
49-52)

How can the performances of continu-
ing education become more influential
in the German Qualification Framework
(DQR)? The author presents concrete
recommendations derived from a
cross-provider work group: presenta-
tion of key competences across all
levels; classification of qualifications
acquired in continuing education to
individual levels (example of level 6).
With regard to the inclusion of non-
formal and informal competences in
continuing education, the author refers
to the potential of EU guidelines for
validation.
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