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Welcome to ARLINGTON WEST SANTA MONICA

Every Sunday from sunrise to sunset, a temporary memorial is created 
on the beach just north of the world famous pier at Santa Monica, 
California, and at the Sterns Wharf in Santa Barbara, as well as other 
locations around the country. This memorial, known as Arlington West, 
is a project of Veterans For Peace.

The Arlington West Mission Statement is 

Visiting Arlington West
Visitors to Arlington West will see many placards placed on some of the 
crosses. In grief over their loss, many family members have dedicated their 
own words and mementos to their loved ones. Positioned nearby stands 
a “wall” where the public can view the frequently updated list of names 
of fallen American military personnel since the U.S. invaded and occupied 
Iraq. Visitors are welcome to select a name from here and express their 
own thoughts and sentiments and place these on a cross along with a 
flower provided for this purpose.
Visible among the sea of white crosses is a thread of red ones, each 
one representative of 10 military personnel who’ve lost their lives. 
Representing those who’ve lost their lives within the week past are flag 
draped coffins and blue crosses.
By the end of January 2008, using the U.S. government’s own “officially 
acknowledged” account, the death toll for U.S. Armed Forces alone has 
surpassed 3,900 - not including coalition forces, journalists, or private 
security “contractors”.
As the numbers of military personnel lost and wounded are 
acknowledged, a sign nearby begs attention to the number of Iraqis killed. 
Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health, published 
a survey in The Lancet Medical Journal in October of 2006. This survey, 
known as the “Iraqi Mortality Survey,” showed statistically that since the 
U.S. invasion of March 2003, the number of Iraqi deaths exceeded 655,000.
By September 2007, a prestigious British polling firm revised this number 
to over 1 million Iraqi deaths since March 2003. Neither of these two 
studies include mortality rates from the aftermath of the Gulf War of 
1991 or the impact of 12 years of sanctions. In addition, an estimated 
2 million Iraqi’s have fled the violence in Iraq, seeking refuge in 
neighboring countries.
As of February 2008, the cost of the U.S. war in Iraq, subsidized in large 
part by U.S. tax dollars, is estimated to be between $350 to $720 million 
per day.
We have to ask: Is this all proof the “surge” is working?

We love volunteers! 
Our projects are only a dream without you. Every Sunday we setup 
over 3800 crosses just a few feet north of the Santa Monica pier, and 
we depend on the strong support we have gotten from the greater Los 
Angeles community since we first began putting crosses on the beach on 
February 15, 2004.

The public is always invited to interact with the memorial. We encourage 
the public to engage their hearts and minds in a tangible way with the 
memorial by selecting any name of a fallen soldier or sailor, write their 
own thoughts and sentiments on a piece of paper, and place that along 
with a flower on a marker. 

Many crosses currently have dedications placed there by loved ones and 
friends. Those who actually knew the individual for which a dedication 
is made will have that dedication/memento lamented, which will be 
given a specific location out among the crosses. A Gold Star is placed 
on dedications made by family members or other close loved ones while 
those that served with or were friends of an individual have a Silver Star 
afixed to the memento. Where the memento will eventually be located is 
determined by the sequence in which we’ve received the dedication, making 
it easier to find an individual should there be another visit to that 
individuals’ marker. Arlington West Santa Monica now holds over 1200 
such dedications which are placed upon or at the designated marker each 
and every Sunday by our volunteers. 

We invite all who embrace this vision to join us. Please arrive early 
morning to help set up, during the day to help maintain the memorial and 
mementos, or to assist with take down starting around 3:30 pm during 
the winter. 
We also offer Community Service hours for high school students. 
Teachers and students, please contact us for details. We also offer a 27 
minute version of the Arlington West Film, suitable for classroom use. 
This film is an invaluable tool for introducing students to the many 
points of view expressed by visitors at Arlington West. Of particular 
interest to educational facilitators, a Curriculum and Discussion Guide is 
also available on our web site.

ARLINGTON WEST MEMORIAL IS NON-PARTISAN AND NON-SECTARIAN

Veterans for Peace, Inc. (VFP) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) educational and 
humanitarian organization dedicated to the abolishment of war.
www.veteransforpeacela.org

Die abgedruckten Texte sind Auszüge aus dem Webangebot 

  www.arlingtonwestsantamonica.org.
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